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REGIONAL RECORDING PROGRAM 
Statement 

HON SHELLEY PAYNE (Agricultural) [6.30 pm]: I rise tonight to talk about an amazing program that is being 
rolled out in the regions thanks to funding from the McGowan government—that is, the regional recording program. 
It is a three-year program that commenced in 2019. It has been coordinated by Western Australian Music and made 
possible with funding from the contemporary music fund. 
This program involves nine regional projects that are going to be rolled out across regional and remote Western 
Australia, providing the opportunity for 90 local artists to record their own music. These artists are living in regional 
and remote Western Australia and would otherwise be unlikely to have the opportunity to be able to access a recording 
studio and have the experience of recording their music professionally. Four of these projects have been completed, 
and they are Demos from the Wheatbelt, Sounds of The Kimberley, Demos from Binjareb (Peel Region), and, most 
recently, Sounds of the Mid West, which was launched earlier this year and with which Hon Sandra Carr was involved. 
Over the recent break, I was lucky enough to experience firsthand the recording that was happening in Esperance. This 
was part of the fifth project, which is currently underway, which is a double album titled Demos from Ngaanyatjarra 
Lands and Esperance. I had the pleasure of meeting Nigel Bird, regional officer at WA Music, who has been working 
for over 20 years with artists across regional and remote Western Australia. For the project, Nigel came down, scoped 
out the local music scene in Esperance and looked around for somewhere to set up his recording studio. He lined up 
nine of our really great artists in Esperance. He drove back down in his big truck with all his equipment, and set up 
his recording studio in our heritage-listed The Bijou Theatre. While we were on our break, I had the opportunity to 
watch one of our local bands, Grand Casual, record one of its own songs. I had never been in a recording studio before 
and it was quite interesting to see how they break up the song into bits and record the sections over and over. Some 
great Esperance artists are involved in this project, including Grand Casual, Car Park Social, The Arid Ones, Dr Tasty, 
David Vooght-Simpson and others, so this is going to be a really great music album that is unique to Esperance. The 
other part of the double album was recorded in the Ngaanyatjarra lands north east of Kalgoorlie in Warburton, which 
is a five-hour drive north east of Kalgoorlie, mainly on unsealed roads. There are some amazing Indigenous artists 
out there, and it is fantastic that these artists have also had the opportunity to record their unique music. 
This album is going to be launched early next year, and an event is currently being organised collaboratively with 
WA Music and the local Shire of Esperance. This program has nine projects and there are still four projects to go. 
Members should look out to see if they can be involved in some of these. They are Demos from the South West, Demos 
from the Great Southern, Sounds of the Gascoyne and Demos from the Pilbara. What a great opportunity for those artists 
to be involved in getting their own local album together. I commend the McGowan Labor government for its support of 
the regional recording program and acknowledge the important contribution this program has made to developing our 
music industry across regional Western Australia and giving our regional and remote artists, including our Indigenous 
music artists, an opportunity to record their music. We have some truly amazing musicians across WA, and it is so great 
that we will have an amazing suite of albums with music from every part of Western Australia. 
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